University of Minnesota Morris Digital Well

University of Minnesota Morris Digital Well
UMMRA Info

Campus News, Newsletters, and Events

Spring 2016

UMMRA Info: Volume XVII, Number 8
University of Minnesota, Morris Retirees' Association

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.morris.umn.edu/ummrainfo

Recommended Citation
University of Minnesota, Morris Retirees' Association, "UMMRA Info: Volume XVII, Number 8" (2016).
UMMRA Info. 4.
https://digitalcommons.morris.umn.edu/ummrainfo/4

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Campus News, Newsletters, and Events at University of
Minnesota Morris Digital Well. It has been accepted for inclusion in UMMRA Info by an authorized administrator of
University of Minnesota Morris Digital Well. For more information, please contact skulann@morris.umn.edu.

UMMRA Info
A quarterly publication of the University of Minnesota, Morris Retirees’ Association
http://www.morris.umn.edu/ummra
Volume XVII, Number 8
Welcome to Spring 2016! I am looking forward to
going outside without multiple layers and digging in
the dirt. My garden is small but is home to my
herbs!
The UMMRA Board, as you know, voted to cancel
the March meeting. The president and pastpresident were both out of state so it seemed logical
to do so. The Chamber Office will be invited to
speak
to
us
in
the
fall.
On April 7 we will hold our annual spring
luncheon/business meeting in the Gazebo at Hotel
200, gathering together at 11:45. Chancellor
Jacqueline Johnson will be our guest and will bring
us up-to-date on UMM news. Following Chancellor
Johnson's presentation, we will have the election of
officers. The Nominating Committee, chaired by
Andy Lopez, will have a slate of officers. Still
needed are nominees for president-elect, memberat-large, and secretary. (Joan Reicosky has been
kind enough to fill in for us as secretary since
Bonnie Tipcke's move to Carver.)
On Thursday, April 28, UMM will host the
Recognition Dinner in Oyate Hall. Reservations for
the complimentary dinner are required. PLEASE
NOTE: UMMRA will NOT be hosting the predinner reception at LaFave House this year. The
Board voted not to host this event this year due to a
continuing lack of attendance. UMMRA WILL host
a "Welcome to UMMRA" event later, with the time
and location to be determined.
On May 14 UMMRA will assist with commencement
(more details will follow via email), and on June 2
we will gather for lunch at Buddie's in Hancock and
will then continue on to Anderson Acres for a tour
of that facility--and maybe some garden shopping!
Please note that 2015-16 retirees are invited to be
our guests at your first luncheon meeting--just hand
your tab to our treasurer. If you are interested in
volunteering please contact our Volunteer

Spring 2016
Coordinators Cathy Kemble and Bernice Erdahl.
See you in April!
Maggie Larson
UMMRA president 2015-2017
COMING EVENTS
All UMMRA members are welcome to attend
meetings and events. Watch your UMMRA email for
additional details.
• April 7 — 11:45 a.m. Hotel 200 Gazebo. Annual
meeting and election of officers. Chancellor Jacquie
Johnson will give a campus update.
• April 8 — 2-4 p.m. LaFave House Jacquie Fest!
Celebrate the tenure of Jacquie Johnson on the
occasion of her retirement as chancellor.
• April 28 — Recognition Dinner, Oyate Hall
• May 14 — 1:30 p.m. Commencement. UMMRA
members can volunteer. Watch for email updates.
• June 2 — 11:30 a.m. All UMMRA members are
invited to join together for lunch at Buddie’s in
Hancock followed by Anderson Acres tour.
FACULTY AND STAFF NEWS
•Alisande Allaben is the new pre- and post-award
grants coordinator in the Grants Development Office
effective January 25. Alisande comes to the grants
office from Alumni Relations and Annual Giving,
where she had been in charge of Morris' annual
giving and alumni/donor database management
functions.
•Gary Ludwitzke has been hired effective January
11 as audio-visual media producer at Instructional
and Media Technologies.

•Heather
Peters,
associate
professor
of
psychology, has been awarded the Morse-Alumni
Award for Outstanding Contributions to
Undergraduate Education. As an award winner,
Heather will be named a member of the Academy
of Distinguished Teachers. She also is the 21st
UMM faculty member to be awarded the UMM
Alumni Association Teaching Award.

include: grocery bags, bread bags, case overwrap,
newspaper sleeves, ice bags, Ziploc and other
reclosable bags, produce bags, bubble wrap and
cereal bags to name a few.

•Gladys and James Henricks celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary on September 19, 2015.
Gladys is retired from the West Central Experiment
Station, now WCROC.
SAD NEWS
•Oliver Christiansen, retired buildings and
grounds worker, died February 13 at his home,
having lived to the age of 91 years.
•Eleanor Peterson passed away March 10. Services
were held in Garfield, Minn. Eleanor and her sister
Evelyn worked in food service during the WCSA
years and then later in food service at UMM.
•Edward “Ed” Kopel, father of Mike Kopel, fatherin-law of Sandy Kopel, both of Facilities
Management, passed away February 12 at his home
at the age of 90. Ed was an uncle to Bob Riley, late
husband of retiree Judy Riley, University
Relations.
•Louise Hagen, mother of Lisa Harris, director of
facilities management, passed away March 2.
HATS OFF TO UMM
Plastic bag recycling
The University has enrolled in the Trex challenge
for plastic bag product collection. Eight receptacles
are located in the Student Center, Science building
near the Post Office, and the lobby areas of
Independence Hall, Gay I and II, Pine Hall, Spooner
Hall, and Green Prairie. Items that can be recycled

Former Minneapolis mayor R.T. Rybak Jr. will
be the speaker during UMM’s 53rd
Commencement on Saturday, May 14. Rybak
served as mayor of the City of Minneapolis from
2002 until 2013. Commencement will begin at
1:30 p.m. on the campus mall or in the
gymnasium depending on the weather.
UMMRA members are invited to volunteer to
help during Commencement. Watch for details.
BITS AND PIECES
Voluntary layoff option
Staff who meet the eligibility requirements were
offered the opportunity to apply for a voluntary
layoff, voluntary non-renewal or a voluntary
reduction in appointment. This opportunity applies
to positions that would not be replaced and/or to
areas where reorganization is proposed—thereby
saving or reassigning university resources.
Supervisors were to notify the Human Resources
Office at UMM in writing by March 11, 2016, for
those exploring this opportunity. Read more at:
http://www1.umn.edu/ohr/toolkit/layoff/index.html

Festschrift – A Celebration of the Legacy of Chancellor Emeritus Samuel Schuman
Sam was known for his intellect, wit, Shakespearean quotes, a firm belief in the value of liberal arts and
liberal learning, and scholarly contributions to his discipline and to higher education. He served as vice
chancellor for academic affairs and dean from 1995–98, as interim chancellor from 1998–2000, and as
chancellor from 2000–06. He passed away on November 11, 2014.
University of Minnesota President Emeritus Robert Bruininks, UMM Chancellor Emeritus David Johnson,
Andrea Wojtanowicz Dvorak ’99, and Nancy Schuman were among those who shared remarks.

Retirees Arden Granger, Cathy Kemble (above), along with Vinod Nangia, Jim Togeas and Judy Kuechle
were among those who attended the Festschrift* celebration held March 5.
*Festschrift -- from the German, “fest” or celebration and “schrift” or writing.
Photo credit: Kari Adams, Office of University Relations
Information courtesy University Relations News Service

campus

Chancellor Search Update
The Chancellor’s Search Committee announces that final arrangements are made for three finalists to visit
UMM during the weeks of March 21 and March 28. Search committee chair Peh Ng sent an email, with
attached itineraries for each candidate, to the UMMRA membership list on March 9. The name and the
curriculum vita of each candidate will be shared on the day before each visit. UMMRA members can
participate in the search process in the following ways:
a. Attend the open presentations of the candidates;
b. Meet and have conversations with the candidates at the open meetings for the group(s) you identify with.
This is a chance for us to get to know potential candidates for our next chancellor and it is also an excellent
opportunity for us to share the great things we do at UMM, i.e. to tell our UMM stories.
Campus Cornerstone – The 1970s…
1970
UMM Phi Sigma Epsilon chapter allowed women members, was removed from the national allmale fraternity roster and changed its name to Morris Free Scouts.
Pine Hall becomes first co-ed dorm. Independence Hall, named by staff and students, is completed.
Down by 21 points at the half, the Cougar football team scores 29 points to win against the
Moorhead State Dragons, resulting in the first of many Northern Intercollegiate Conference
football titles.
1971
University of Minnesota classes begin on the Waseca campus.
The campus Mall is closed to traffic in order to reduce noise and preserve UMM’s peaceful
atmosphere.
Computing Services is established in Camden hall.
1972
Wayne Brabender ’68 is a member of the U.S. Olympic basketball team.
Women’s Center is established on campus.
KUMM, which started in Pine Hall, petitions for FM frequency.
1973
HFA is completed, earning architect Ralph Rapson a national design award.

Judy Riley, UMMRA Info editor and UMMRA historian, rileyjk@morris.umn.edu

